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MINISTER FOR HEALTH — INDIA VISIT 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.01 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I stand today to 
provide Parliament with a summary of my visit to India from 27 August to 1 September 2017. I represented the 
Western Australian government at the federal government’s Australia Business Week in India—ABWI—initiative 
and visited our newest sister state, Andhra Pradesh. 

In New Delhi and Hyderabad, I met with Indian and Australian health-related organisations and companies to 
investigate opportunities for Western Australia’s healthcare and biotechnology sectors, including MTPConnect, 
Medanta Group, Dr Reddy’s Laboratories, Synapse Medical Services, Apollo Hospitals Group and the LV Prasad 
Eye Institute. I also met with Western Australian resources companies, including Woodside Energy and 
NSL Consolidated, to gain an understanding of their operations and interests in India. 

In Vijayawada, I met the Hon’ble Nara Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, to reaffirm the 
Western Australian government’s commitment to the sister-state relationship and to jointly announce intentions to 
finalise arrangements for partnerships between Curtin University and partners in Andhra Pradesh to establish 
a world-class mining institute in Andhra Pradesh; Curtin and Acharya Nagarjuna University on an articulation 
agreement under which Acharya Nagarjuna students can receive advanced standing, or credit, for studies at Curtin; 
the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety and the Andhra Pradesh Mineral Development 
Corporation on collaboration in geological mapping; the University of Western Australia and Acharya N. G. Ranga 
Agricultural University on cooperation in research and teaching on drylands agriculture; UWA and 
Vikrama Simhapuri University on training in the field of women’s empowerment; KSI Global Australia and the 
Andhra Pradesh Transport Department for a trial installation of a safety-roller crash barrier on a dangerous section 
of road in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh; and professional staff exchange between the Western Australian Department 
of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation and the Andhra Pradesh Economic Development Board. 

The Chief Minister and I discussed potential collaboration in health and I have invited him to visit 
Western Australia to explore other research, education and business collaboration opportunities. My visit provided 
important insights on growing and diversifying Western Australia’s trade and investment relationship with India. 
I look forward to these opportunities being realised and to the strengthening of our sister-state relationship with 
Andhra Pradesh. I am pleased to table a copy of the itinerary for my trip. 

[See paper 919.] 
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